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SECRET STATE 061122 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652;GDS 
TAGS:PGEN, PINT.SO, CU 

SUBJECT:SOMALI WITHDRAWAL FROM OGADEN 


Message Text 


1 . FYI: SOMALI PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE HAS TOLD US HE WILL 
ANNOUNCE WITHDRAWAL OF SOMALI FORCES FROM THE OGADEN IN 
RESPONSE TO US APPEAL. SIAD HAS INFORMED AMBASSADOR 
LOUGHRAN IN MOGADISCIO THAT INSTRUCTIONS TO WITHDRAW HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN ISSUED TO SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY UNITS IN THE 
OGADEN. WE HAVE INFORMED SOVIETS AND ETHIOPIANS. END FYI. 


2. YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT FOREIGN MINISTER 
SECRET 
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MALMIERCA (OR OTHER APPROPRIATE SENIOR OFFICIAL TO INFORM 
CUBAN GOVERNMENT THAT, AS RESULT DIRECT APPEAL FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER, AND OBVIOUSLY INFLUENCED BY ETHIOPIAN BATTLEFIELD 
SUCCESS WITH ASSISTANCE OF CUBAN FORCES, PRESIDENT SIAD HAS 
INFORMED US THAT HE HAS AGREED TO OUR STRONG RECOMMENDATION 
THAT HE WITHDRAW ALL ELEMENTS OF SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY FROM 
THE OGADEN AND HAS ALREADY ISSUED THE NECESSARY ORDERS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BY SOMALI WAS MADE MARCH 9. 

3. WE STRONGLY URGE THAT THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT USE ITS IN- 
FLUENCE WITH ETHIOPIA THROUGH ITS ADVISORS AND MILITARY ELE- 
MENTS IN EHTIOPIA TO ENSURE THAT SOMALI FORCES ARE ALLOWED 
TO LEAVE THE OGADEN UNHINDERED AND WITHOUT REPRISALS, AND 

THAT AN EFFECTIVE CEASEFIRE IS IMPLEMENTED PROMPTLY. WE 
HAVE MADE SIMILAR APPEALS TO SOVIET AND ETHIOPIAN GOVERN- 
MENTS. 

4. WE BELIEVE A PEACEFUL NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO FIND AN ENDURING SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF 
THE REGION. IT IS OUR BELIEF THAT THE PRESENCE OF NEUTRAL 
OBSERVERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER WOULD BE USEFUL TO 
BOTH ENSURE THAT THE WITHDRAWAL DOES TAKE PLACE AND TO 
PROVIDE AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY IN A POSITION TO DENY ANY 
CHARGES WHICH MIGHT BE MADE OF MISTREATMENT OF THE OGADEN 
POPULATION. NEUTRAL OBSERVERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER 
WOULD ALSO STRENGTHEN THE LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE OF BUILDING 
CONFIDENCE BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. WE HOPE CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT WILL AGREE AND SUPPORT SUCH A PROPOSAL. 

5. WE HOPE THAT ONCE SOMALI FORCES ARE WITHDRAWN, 
REDUCTION IN CUBAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN ETHIOPIA WILL 
BEGIN, LEADING TOWARD END TO FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE IN 
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BOTH ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. 

6. FYI. WE NOTE AFP REPORT THAT MALMIERCA PLANS VISIT 
ETHIOPIA IN NEXT FEW DAYS. YOU MAY BE ABLE TO CONFIRM 
THIS DURING YOUR CONVERSATION IN WHICH CASE YOU SHOULD 
ALSO EMPHASIZE OPPORTUNITY VISIT WOULD REPRESENT FOR 
CUBANS TO URGE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING CEASEFIRE AND 
PRESENCE OF OUTSIDE OBSERVER ELEMENTS IN OGADEN. VANCE 


SECRET 
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APPROVED BY :IO/UNA:AFHOLLOWAY 
S/S-0:DSUMMERS 

066566 110546Z/13 

O 1 10540Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 061122 

EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 061122 SENT ACTION HAVANA INFO MOGADISCIO 
ADDIS ABABA MOSCOW MAR 09. 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 061122 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652;GDS 
TAGS:PGEN, PINT.SO, CU 

SUBJECT:SOMALI WITHDRAWAL FROM OGADEN 

1 . FYI: SOMALI PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE HAS TOLD US HE WILL 
ANNOUNCE WITHDRAWAL OF SOMALI FORCES FROM THE OGADEN IN 
RESPONSE TO US APPEAL. SIAD HAS INFORMED AMBASSADOR 
LOUGHRAN IN MOGADISCIO THAT INSTRUCTIONS TO WITHDRAW HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN ISSUED TO SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY UNITS IN THE 
OGADEN. WE HAVE INFORMED SOVIETS AND ETHIOPIANS. END FYI. 

2. YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT FOREIGN MINISTER 
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MALMIERCA (OR OTHER APPROPRIATE SENIOR OFFICIAL TO INFORM 
CUBAN GOVERNMENT THAT, AS RESULT DIRECT APPEAL FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER, AND OBVIOUSLY INFLUENCED BY ETHIOPIAN BATTLEFIELD 
SUCCESS WITH ASSISTANCE OF CUBAN FORCES, PRESIDENT SIAD HAS 
INFORMED US THAT HE HAS AGREED TO OUR STRONG RECOMMENDATION 
THAT HE WITHDRAW ALL ELEMENTS OF SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY FROM 
THE OGADEN AND HAS ALREADY ISSUED THE NECESSARY ORDERS. 

A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BY SOMALI WAS MADE MARCH 9. 

3. WE STRONGLY URGE THAT THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT USE ITS IN- 
FLUENCE WITH ETHIOPIA THROUGH ITS ADVISORS AND MILITARY ELE- 
MENTS IN EHTIOPIA TO ENSURE THAT SOMALI FORCES ARE ALLOWED 
TO LEAVE THE OGADEN UNHINDERED AND WITHOUT REPRISALS, AND 
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THAT AN EFFECTIVE CEASEFIRE IS IMPLEMENTED PROMPTLY. WE 
HAVE MADE SIMILAR APPEALS TO SOVIET AND ETHIOPIAN GOVERN- 
MENTS. 

4. WE BELIEVE A PEACEFUL NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO FIND AN ENDURING SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF 
THE REGION. IT IS OUR BELIEF THAT THE PRESENCE OF NEUTRAL 
OBSERVERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER WOULD BE USEFUL TO 
BOTH ENSURE THAT THE WITHDRAWAL DOES TAKE PLACE AND TO 
PROVIDE AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY IN A POSITION TO DENY ANY 
CHARGES WHICH MIGHT BE MADE OF MISTREATMENT OF THE OGADEN 
POPULATION. NEUTRAL OBSERVERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER 
WOULD ALSO STRENGTHEN THE LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE OF BUILDING 
CONFIDENCE BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. WE HOPE CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT WILL AGREE AND SUPPORT SUCH A PROPOSAL. 

5. WE HOPE THAT ONCE SOMALI FORCES ARE WITHDRAWN, 
REDUCTION IN CUBAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN ETHIOPIA WILL 
BEGIN, LEADING TOWARD END TO FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE IN 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 061122 

BOTH ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. 

6. FYI. WE NOTE AFP REPORT THAT MALMIERCA PLANS VISIT 
ETHIOPIA IN NEXT FEW DAYS. YOU MAY BE ABLE TO CONFIRM 
THIS DURING YOUR CONVERSATION IN WHICH CASE YOU SHOULD 
ALSO EMPHASIZE OPPORTUNITY VISIT WOULD REPRESENT FOR 
CUBANS TO URGE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING CEASEFIRE AND 
PRESENCE OF OUTSIDE OBSERVER ELEMENTS IN OGADEN. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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